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THE PEOPLE’S VOICE 


A POWERFUL CALL 


for 


WORLD DISARMAMENT 


RITISH public opinion, deeply disappointed with the terms of the 
Resolution with which the first period of the Disarmament Conference 
closed on July 23rd, and profoundly concerned by the withdrawal of 

Germany from the Conference pending the recognition of her claim to equality 
of status in disarmament with other nations—has expressed itself through a 
remarkable series of manifestos, letters, deputations and meetings supported 
by men and women of all denominations, parties and classes, all urging the 
immediate reinforcement of British action at Geneva towards securing a drastic 
measure of general disarmament. 


Here, in order of time, are the typical and outstanding manifestations of 
that alert opinion—approximately one month’s record of the widespread concern 
of the British people for the success of the Disarmament Conference :— 


1932 
October ETTER to the ‘‘ Times ” urging a courageous and determined 
12 British policy in the armament crisis—a resolute avoidance 


of permitted re-armament of the disarmed Powers, as being 
no less fatal than unilateral and defiant breach of the treaty by Germany 
—a plan of drastic reduction sufficient to unite world opinion against 
the contention that re-arming is justifiable—the whole-hearted support of the 
“ collective system ”’ in co-operation with America as a signatory of the Kellogg 
Pact. Signed by Lady Astor, Lord Buckmaster, Lord Cecil, Mr. Lloyd George, 
Lord Grey, Lord Lothian, Dr. Scott Lidgett, Sir Michael Sadler, Sir Arthur Salter, 
Sir Josiah Stamp, and others. 


October ETTER from Nottingham in the “Times” urging “a strong 
13 British lead in the affairs of the world’ and signed by 
the Bishop of Southwell, Lord Trent, the President of 

the Nottingham Free Church Council, and the President of the Rotary Club. 


October ETTER to the “ Times ’’ signed by the Lord Mayors of York, 
15 Leeds, Sheffield and Bradford, appealing to the Government 
to secure future peace “and prevent the possibility of a 

new armament race, both in Europe and the Far East, by a bold policy.” 


g 


October ETTER from Oxford signed by five Fellows of Oxford 
17 Colleges —O. §S. Francis, of Queen’s ; L. M. Fraser, of 
Queen’s; R. B. McCallum, of Pembroke; W. G. Maclagan, 

of Oriel; J. E. Meade, of Hertford—urging the Government to use its 
influence in favour of ‘‘ wide and generous disarmament down to the minimum 
necessary for internal order and the policing of the seas”’ and to “ accept and 


call upon the League of Nations to carry out the provisions of the Lytton Report 
in Manchuria... .” 


October ATIONAL MEMORIAL addressed to the Prime Minister, 
19 urging “‘as a practical step towards the establishment 
of equality of status in armaments ” the acceptance in 
principle of the ‘‘ Hoover proposals” and in particular the abolition 
of naval and military aviation, warships over 10,000 tons and submarines, tanks . 
and big guns. The memorial contained about 340 signatures of distinguished 
people drawn from every walk of life, including those of thirty-six Peers and 
Peeresses, an Archbishop and thirty Bishops of the Church of England, the Chief 
Rabbi, the Secretary of the Church of Scotland, the President of the Methodist 
Church, the President of the National Free Church Council, the Astronomer Royal, 
the Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor, Principal or Headmaster of forty-one Universities, 
Colleges and Schools, thirty-five leading Publicists and Authors, the Chairman 
of the Trades Union Congress General Council and the Chairman of Lloyd’s. 


October EPUTATION from all the Protestant Churches, whose 
20 purpose was, first, to express the great disappointment of 
Christian people “ . at the lack of progress made at 
the Disarmament Conference ” and to assure the Prime Minister and his colleagues 
that the Christian people of England would support them in giving a lead towards 
a substantial measure of disarmament by international agreement. The 
deputation included the following :—The Archbishops of Canterbury and York, 
the Bishops of London, Winchester, Birmingham, Blackburn, Bradford, Chichester, 
Coventry, Guildford, Lichfield, Liverpool, Llandaff, Monmouth, Ripon, Salisbury, 
Southwark, Southwell, Worcester, St. Albans; the Moderator of the Church of 
Scotland ; the Secretary, Vice-President, and Rev. Carey Bonner (ex-President) 
of the Baptist Union; the Secretary, President and Rev. W. Charter Piggott (ex- 
President) of the Congregational Union; the Chairman of the Society of Friends 
Peace Committee; the President and Secretary of the Methodist Church; the 
Moderator and Secretary of the Presbyterian Church of Wales ; General Higgins ; 
the President and Secretary of the Unitarian and Free Christian Churches. 


October Dee oN to the Prime Minister of thirty people repre- 
21 senting the major peace organisations and prominent 
sections of our national life. The deputation, which 

included Professor Gilbert Murray, of the League of Nations Union, 
Dr. F. W. Norwood and Mr. Harrison Barrow, of the National Peace Council, 
Sir Josiah Stamp, Sir Walter Layton, Mr. Kenneth Lee, Sir Hichard Gregory, 
Sir Alfred Ewing, Mr. P. H. B. Lyon, Lord Allen of Hurtwood, Mr. J. A. Spender, 


Miss Margery Fry, and Mr. Barrow Cadbury, urged on the Government a rein- 
forcement of its support for the League of Nations, both in general and in the 
particular circumstances affecting the Far Eastern situation, and a more decisive 
intervention in the disarmament situation at Geneva. 


November EPUTATION representing the Trades Union Congress General 
3 Council and certain of the affiliated Unions, waited upon 
the Prime Minister and the Foreign Secretary. The depu- 
tation drew attention to the resolution passed by the Trades Union Congress 
at Newcastle, which contained the three following demands: (1) The application 
to existing land, naval, and air armaments of the proposals of President Hoover ; 
(2) A drastic reduction and limitation of expenditure on armaments ; (3) A strict 
international control both of public and private manufacture of war material 
and the international trade in arms. Those who attended were: John Bromley, 
John Beard, A. A. H. Findlay, William Holmes, Arthur Pugh, James Rowan, 
A. B. Swales, Will Thorne, M.P., and H. H. Elvin, together with W. M. Citrine 
(General Secretary) and H. V. Tewson (Assistant Secretary) for the T.U.C. General 
Council ; Miss Margaret Bondfield, for the National Union of General and Municipal 
Workers; and G. M. Hann and J. R. Leslie, for the National Amalgamated 
Union of Shop Assistants, Warehousemen and Clerks. 


November EADING ARTICLE in the “‘ Times” saying: ‘There is 

4 no subject with which British opinion is so deeply con- 

cerned, and none on which it is more unanimous, than 

this problem of the reduction and limitation of armaments as a means of ensuring 
peace and security.” 


November | BS asa pcterrne supported in their individual capacity by 
11 the Headmasters of 620 Secondary Schools for boys 
throughout the country, was sent to the Prime Minister and 
testified to the overwhelming: force of public opinion in favour of the drastic and 
general reduction of armaments. The signatories included the Headmasters of 
Eton, Westminster, Christ’s Hospital, Charterhouse, Mill Hill, Rugby, Wellington, 
Manchester Grammar School, Ampleforth College, Harrow, Cheltenham, Marl- 
borough, and Winchester. 


November EMONSTRATION at the Albert Hall attended by over 

15 8,000 people and addressed by the Archbishop of York, 

Viscount Cecil, Lord Eustace Perey, Sir Stafford Cripps, 

Professor Gilbert Murray, Mr. Beverley Nichols, Miss Margaret Bondfield, and 

Mr. Vyvyan Adams, M.P., in support of the following resolution, which was carried 
with acclamation, by an audience evidently ready to go much further :-— 


‘This meeting assures the Government of its support in a policy 
of drastic international disarmament on the following basis :—1. The 
same principles of disarmament to be applied to all nations alike. 2. 


No re-armament of nations now subject to disarmament treaties. 3. 
Weapons such as military aircraft, tanks, sibmarines, monster warships, 
and large land guns, now forbidden to certain nations, to be forbidden 
to all. 4. Existing collective obligations to renounce aggressive war 
and to assist any nation wrongfully attacked to be re-affirmed.” 


In addition, an extraordinary number of largely attended Meetings were 
held in all parts of the country. Deputations were sent to Members of 
Parliament from Bristol, Limpsfield, Chertsey, all Surrey divisions, all Glasgow 
divisions, Dartford, Nottingham, Wansbeck, Kettering, Totnes, Reading, Hitchin, 
Southend, Scarborough, Cambridge, Cambridgeshire, Isle of Ely, Stroud, Chel- 
tenham, Letchworth, Spen Valley, King’s Norton, Tamworth, Torquay, Aylesbury, 
Ilford, Wellingborough, Ealing, Westminster, Wallasey, Northampton and other 
places. Memorials and Petitions were sent to Members of Parliament, to the 
Government and to the Press from various places, ¢.g., a widely-signed memorial 
from Kilmarnock, and influentially-signed petitions from Carlisle, Barking, 
Preston, Reading and elsewhere. : 


A SPECIFIC DEMAND, 


It is notable that this public opinion was not expressed in terms of vague 
aspiration, but was concentrated upon specific proposals involving abolition of 
certain categories of weapons, and drastic limitation and reduction of all remaining 
armaments as a first step towards a more complete disarmament. Representative 
British opinion is largely agreed in demanding from this first World Dis- 
armament Conference : 


1. Equality of treatment in disarmament for all nations—to be achieved by 
the dis-armament of the heavily-armed Powers and not the re- 
armament of the disarmed. 


2. General abolition of the weapons of a primarily ‘‘ aggressive ’’ character, 
forbidden under the Peace Treaties of 1919—viz., Warships over 
10,000 tons and submarines ; tanks and big guns ; military and naval 
aircraft. (The internationalisation or control of civil air transport 
is an essential corollary, both to render effective the abolition of 
the military weapon and to secure the full development of aviation 
for the constructive purposes of peace.) 


3. Comprehensive limitation and drastic reduction of all remaining arma- 
ments ; and of expenditure thereon. 


4, Suppression of private manufacture of arms and international supervision 
of the traffic in arms. 


WORLD DISARMAMENT IS THE MOST URGENTLY 
NEEDED STEP TOWARDS PEACE AND JUSTICE! 
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